THE FRENCH PUSHED BACK TO PONDICHERRY
The entire army, imprisoned in the enclosures of the towers
(redoubts), was perplexed. On achieving such success, and
seeing the garden and its beauties, the victorious Nawwab
offered thanks to the Creator, the Lord of the Universe, and
comforted the ears of the whole world by joyful play of the
happy instruments of music and firing of salutes which
announced the news of happiness.
M. Lally takes refuge zvith his whole army at Tadpan;
the siege, the loss of battle on account of the superior
management and the courage of Ha&rat-i-Ayd, the
annihilator of the enemy} the arrival of J\I. Lally at
the fort of Phulcheri in great dread and confusion.
The enemy's forces had taken to heels, the conqueror of the
kingdom captured the rear of the enemy's army and conveyed
them to his encampment without any molestation.    Then he set
at liberty the Indians, and imprisoned for life the French and
the Negroes.    He distributed their implements among his own
army, and blotted the tower out of existence.    On the fourth
day after the victory  he marched forth  and   reached a place
known as Tadpan,* on account of the density of palm trees, to
the extent of one kuroh on all sides  of the fort of Phulcheri,
except the side facing the sea, at a distance of one kuroh from
the fort.    Tadpan appeared to possess the strength of a fort
with innumerable walls, because of the thick growth of trees;
nay, it seemed to be a mountain of steel, because M. I,ally had
taken refuge, gathered his cannon, and set the towers in order.
There Hazrat-i-Acla divided his whole army into many troops,
appointed trustworthy sardars and left them under the command
of Colonel Coote, who erected bunds at strategic points and cut
down the trees by firing shots in such quick succession that the
rapidity with which the balls issued from the mouths of the
cannon appeared like a saw, while the French vacated the place
(1) Talippanai (Talipot) tree.
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